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AgrlculCl EI Moltenar S,A, opposes tlie above referent.ed c:h~nge In the

Qffe<:tlvedate or T'dbl~ Gr~pl4 MiJrketfng Order 925 and t"e (;ompanlon Table Grape

1mpQrt P.~9ulatlon 4 that will further rostri~ table grape5 supplied from Chile.

Agricol~ EI MMrten~1 S.A. Is In the business or exporting Chllaan ~grlCLJltural

currirTlodities, Clnr;l ships approximately 2.00.000 of fresh table grapes to the U.S.

durln9 the months of J~l1uary through April.

Agricola EI Maltenal S.A. concul'S With, and Inc;or~or~te$ herein by reference,

tl"\e d~taller.l t:Ulllrll~lll~ and supporting d~tGl SlJbmltted DY ASOEX, the Chilean

ExPQrters ASSoCiation. Sp~~ific;-.,lly, Agricola EI M~lten~1 S..A. urges the agency tc,

reject t:he propo$ed c:h~nge 11'1 the regulslory period ber,;~I.4S'e:
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The Proposed Rule Imposes marketing order standards on Chilean

.c;upplies when no domestic verietles ate available, and therf!for~

constitutes a non~t~rJff barrier contrary to the terms of WiO

Aoreements ~nd the U,S.4Chlle Free Trade Agreement,

The Propo5ed Rule assesses inspection fees starting April 1 when no

domestic supplies ere b~in9 so charged, and thereby violate:s Arti,le III

and Article vrn of GAlT 1994.

The change In the ~ginning effective date of Marketing Ord@r 925 and

T()ble Grape Import Regulation 4 from April 20 to April 1 will have a

dIrect nefJative Impa,t on our buslnE)S6. Agricola EI Maitenal S.A.will

ship in the next ;'e"son 50.000 boxe,s of fresh table grapes to the u.s.

from April 1 to April 20, If the Proposed Rula should be adopted, the

estimated value of the table grapes to be excluded from shipment is

US$ $00.000.

The Proposed Rule doe£ not contain eny evidence of circumvention by

Chilean tijble grapes sufficient to warrant lhe proposed change.

The change in d"te from April 20 1:0 April 1 will cre~te 9n artlfi~jal

~hOrt~ge of table grapes slnl;e th~re IS no othuT" commercially

sl9nffi~ant and re:1;~ble supply from ~ny 50urce other th~n Chile.

The ChIlean grapes 5upplied from April 1 to the ~arllest commercially

~ignificant 5upplias or grc!pe$ from Coac:ht:ll~ Velley In Cqlifornta meet

marketing specifications from ret~11 chains that are more stringent In

some respects than the mark~tln9 order requirements.

Th~ propOSCQ .:hange cannot be v.,'ldly based on a 20 ye~T"-old survey

or cold $toroge p~cticcs,

The proposed change can not be justified under the crlt~ria cstabllshed

by the AMAA for a change in the beginning effective date of Marketing

Order 925 or the companion Table Grape Import Re9ul~tlon 4 In vIew

of the record prices received by Coachella Valley growers In the last

two season!;.

Agricola EI Mnltenat S.A..
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